FOR IMMEDIATE REI.EASE

H.E HUN MANET REPRESENTS SAMDECH TECHO AT CHILD HELMET
DONATION

H.E. Hun Manet, representing Samdech Techo Prime Minister Hun Sen, joined the Australian
Ambassador to Cambodia Her Excellency Ms Penny Richards for the formal handover of a
donation of 1,724 motorcycle helmets to primary school students on December 6" in Phnom Penh.
The donation is part of a Helmets for Kids program sponsored by the Australian Government’s Direct
Aid Program (DAP). Asia Injury Prevention (AIP) Foundation is implementing the program, in
collaboration with the National Road Safety Committee (NRSC), the Ministry of Education, Youth
and Sports (MoEYS), and the General Commissariat of National Police, Ministry of Interior (Mol).

Helmets for Kids is a school-based program which provides helmets and helmet use education to
elementary school students and teachers. At Hun Sen Chak Angre Primary School, 42 teachers were
trained in teaching young students about helmet use. The school’s gates were painted with a mural
to remind parents to put a helmet on their child’s heads. A final Helmet Handover Ceremony,
featuring speeches, student performances, and the symbolic handover of helmets to ten children,
brings together road safety stakeholders to celebrate the joint efforts being made to keep
Cambodia’s children safe on the road.

“The Government of Cambodia is strongly dedicated to reducing the number of deaths and injuries
occurring in our country due to motorcycle crashes,” said H.E. Hun Manet. “Helmets are a simple
and effective solution, and protecting our youth from the dangers of the road is essential to ensuring
our country’s bright future.”

To ensure that Helmets for Kids programs effectively increase child helmet use, educate teachers and
parents, and reduce the number of road casualties, the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) are partnering with AIP Foundation to monitor and evaluate the program. CDC’s
evaluation framework for all HFK programs in Cambodia will be developed based on the model of
Hun Sen Chak Angre Primary School.

“The Australian Embassy’s Direct Aid Program chose to sponsor this program because we atre
firmly behind the goal of eliminating avoidable death and injury caused by road accidents, one of the
leading causes of non-disease related premature death, disability and serious injury in Cambodia,”
said H.E. Ms Penny Richards, Australia’s Ambassador to Cambodia. “Wearing a helmet is the single
most effective way to reduce head injuries and fatalities resulting from motorcycle accidents.”

“Helmets for Kids is one of several initiatives being undertaken this year to promote helmet use
among motorcycle passengers,” said Greig Craft, AIP Foundation President. “A national Motorcycle
Passenger Helmet Campaign beginning this month will feature television commercials, radio spots,



billboards, posters and more. These goals are in firm support of the Royal Government of
Cambodia's commitment to the UN Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020.”

Last year, AIP Foundation ran a motorcycle helmet campaign entitled “One helmet. One life.”
which was publically endorsed by the Samdech Techo Prime Minister Hun Sen. His support has
been extended to this year’s campaign including the Helwets for Kids program at which H. E. Hun
Manet was present.
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About AIP Foundation

The Asia Injury Prevention Foundation (AIP Foundation) is a U.S. registered 501 (c)(3) non-
profit organization that uses public-private partnerships, public awareness education, and
school-based programs to reduce the rate of traffic injuries and fatalities in developing countties.
AIP Foundation has offices in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Phnom Penh, Cambodia,
and Bangkok, Thailand. In 2001, AIP Foundation built its non-profit helmet assembly plant, V-
SPEC, which manufactures Protec brand tropical helmets. These helmets offer an environmentally

appropriate, safe and affordable option for motorbike and bicycle users.

In 2009, AIP Foundation, in collaboration with the FIA Foundation and the World Bank, launched
the Global Helmet Vaccine Initiative (GHVI), an international coalition with the objective of
“putting a helmet on every head in the ‘Decade of Action for Road Safety (2011-2020).” In May
2010, H.E Mr. Im Sethy, Minister of Education, Youth and Sports, High Representative of Deputy
Prime Minister H.E Mr. Sar Kheng, Minister of Interior launched the Cambodia Helmet Vaccine
Initiative (CHVI) in Phnom Penh.
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